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years.  He  received  the  party  nomination  again  in  1878,  but 
was  defeated  by  the  fusion  of  the  Greenback  Labor  and  Democratic 


During  the  year  1881  and  for  four  years  thereafter,  Mr. 

Jones  was  employed  in  the  county  court  house  at  Scranton  in 

t  eioff1?e  °f  county  commissioner,  recorder  and  clerk  of  courts. 
In  1883  he  removed  to  Dunmore  and  was  resident  of  that  town 
until  August  1887,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  town  and 
connected  himself  with  the  "Carbondale  Leader,"  beginning 
active  work  on  this  newspaper  with  the  issue  of  the  first  daily 
published  in  the  "Anthracite  City."  He  remained  upon  the 
editorial  staff  until  May,  1893,  when  he  retired  from  news¬ 
paper  work,  to  take  up  the  duties  of  alderman  of  the  second 
ward,  to  which  office  he  had  been  elected  for  the  term  of 
five  years. 

Mr.  Jones  was  always  ready  to  assist  in  any  movement  that 
had  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  his  native  city;  prominently 
identified  with  every  public  improvement;  an  advocate  of  every 
feasible  and  practicable  effort  calculated  to  place  the  home 
town  on  the  highest  plane  possible.  Firmly  believing  that  the 
satety  of  the  people  could  only  be  served  by  perfect  sanitation, 
he  urged  the  enforcement  of  sanitary  law  as  found  upon  the 
statute  books;  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  board  of 
health,  and  for  more  than  five  years  was  secretary  of  the  board. 
He  lost  no  opportunity  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  a  complete 
system  of  sewers,  the  construction  of  paved  roadways,  grading 
of  the  hill  street,  the  erection  of  sightly  buildings,  and  all 
matters  tending  to  make  the  people  proud  of  the  city  in  which 
they  dwelt.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Carbondale 
Hospital  Association  and  member  of  the  board  of  directors;  an 
active  worker  in  the  first  board  of  trade  of  Carbondale,  serving 
as  secretary  of  the  organization  for  five  years.  He  was  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  promoters  of  the  street  railway  system,  Sperl 
Heating  Company,  Klatz  Bros.'  Silk  Mill,  Anthracite  Land  and 
Improvement  Company  (owner  of  the  Hotel  Anthracite) ,  and 
secretary  of  the  last-named  corporation. 

January  16,  1877,  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Margaret  Gillespie,  eldest  dauther  of  James  and  Margaret  Russell 
of  Fell  Township,  and  two  children,  James  Russell,  born  October 
11,  1877,  and  Eleanor  Pritchard,  born  March  4,  1883,  are  the 
result  of  this  union.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  and  Sabbath-school  and  has  always  been  interested 
m  the  work  of  the  nursery  of  the  church. 


